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Do you adore your new rescue dog but dislike their name? If so, don’t feel like you’re 
stuck calling your pooch something you wouldn’t choose yourself. In fact, in some 
cases changing a dog’s name can be bene�cial, especially if they were mistreated in 
the past. A new moniker can help your dog make a 
fresh start in a happier, more loving home. 

It may take a few weeks to get your dog used to 
responding to the new name, but it’s not hard to 
do. Be consistent about using it and always say it in 
a happy, enthusiastic manner. Keep treats in your 
pocket during the adjustment period. Every 
time your pup responds to the new name, give 
them a treat. The idea is to get your dog to asso-
ciate the new name with rewards.

If you prefer to make the change gradually, 
try using both names. For exam ple, if you 
want to change Charlie’s name to Max, 
call him Charlie-Max for a week or two. 
Once he gets used to responding to the 
combined name, drop the old one. 

While you shouldn’t do it often, don’t 
feel bad about changing your pup’s 
name. Dogs don’t identify with them 
the way we do. If they respond happily 
when you call them, it’s due to their 
eagerness to please you and not be-
cause of the name itself.

Have you ever wondered why cats 
rub their faces on seemingly eve-
rything they cross paths with? This 
behaviour is called bunting, and it’s 
actually a form of feline communica-
tion. How ever, depending on what 
they rub themselves on, it can have 
different meanings. 

Cats have scent glands located in 
their feet, below their chin, on 
their lips, near their temples, along 
their tails and in their ears. These 
glands release pheromones, which 
cats use to mark their territory. If a cat 
rubs itself all over your furniture and 
walls, it’s saying that those things are 
the property of kitty. 

Bunting may be a show of dominance 
over other felines in 
the house, or it may 
be a way for the cat 
to feel more comfor-
table at home. 

If your kitty doesn’t like to show their 
face when you have visitors, they may 
rub their scent around the house once 
the strangers have gone. Bunting al-
lows them to reclaim the house and 
feel calmer. 

But what about when a cat rubs itself 
on you? Do they consider you their 
property as well? The answer de-
pends on your relationship with the 
kitty in question. 

Cats often rub themselves on newco-
mers to their home. If they do this, it’s 
to gather the intruder’s scent and �nd 
out more about them. However, if they 
bunt against their human compa-
nions, it’s a sign of a�ection and that 
they consider you a part of their family.

It’s easy to �nd a vet for a cat or dog, 
but what if you have another type of 
pet entirely? Animals like reptiles, 
�sh, birds, ferrets and rodents need a 
vet with special training to give them 
the medical attention they need. 

The best way to �nd a reliable veteri-
narian for your exotic pet is by word 
of mouth. Talk to others with the 
same type of animal as you or seek 
the advice of breeders and rescue 
organizations. You can 
also search online. 

When you �nd a practice 
or clinic that seems pro-
mising, ask for a tour of 
the facility. It should be 
clean and modern, and 
the animals should look 
comfortable. 

If your dog or cat’s vete-
rinarian tells you they’re 
comfortable taking care 
of your exotic pet, ask 

how many exotics they currently pro-
vide care for. A vet who sees a single 
parrot once a month, for example, 
will not be as knowledgeable about 
birds as one who sees multiple avian 
patients a week.

Don’t wait until there’s an emergency 
to �nd a veterinarian for your exotic 
pet. If your companion gets sick or 
injured, knowing where to turn can 
make all the di�erence.

Can I change my rescue dog’s name?

Signs of heartworm disease in dogs
Why do cats rub their faces  

on everything?

How to �nd a vet for your exotic pet

Heartworms are parasites that are trans-
mitted to dogs by mosquitoes. If left 
untreated, they can cause severely debili-
tating symptoms or even death. Here are 
some signs of heartworm disease to look 
out for.

• Persistent cough and di�culty brea-
thing. Heartworms can make their way 
to Fido’s lungs and surrounding veins, 
making your dog work harder to get 
the necessary oxygen. 

• Lethargy and sleeping more than usual. 
Animals with heartworm disease are 
weakened and often have a hard time �n-
ding the energy for their regular ac tivities.  

• Decreased appetite and weight loss. As 
heartworms mature and make their 
way to the heart and lungs, your dog may 
lose interest in eating and lose weight as 
a result. This may cause their ribs and 
chest to protrude. 

• Caval syndrome. Heartworm disease 
can cause blockages of blood to the 
heart, resulting in sudden collapse or 
death. The warning signs of caval syn-
drome are laboured breathing, pale 
gums and either dark and bloody or 
co�ee-coloured urine. 

Your pooch may not show any signs of 
having heartworms until the infestation 
is severe. Prevention is therefore of the 
utmost importance. Veterinarians recom-
mend getting your dog tested for heart-
worms once a year and administering 
preventive medication once a month.
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By Joan Morris
The Mercury news (Tns)

Dear Joan: My dog, Wanda, is taking chemo 
for lymphoma and fortunately, she’s doing 
great. I’m trying to get her on nice trail walks 
several times a week, and this raises a question.

My habit is to walk on the left side of the 
trail, with Wanda on leash to my left. This 
way I’m between Wanda and other oncom-

ing dogs and their people as we pass. 
I thought it was customary to walk on the 

left side, but more often than not, oncoming 
walkers and joggers position themselves to 
pass on Wanda’s side. Is there trail etiquette 
of which I’m unaware?

— Sue

should i walk on the left or the right?

See RIGHT, page 3
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Dear Sue: The general rule for walking on 
trails is to stay to the right and pass on the left. As 
to which side the dog goes on, show and hunt-
ing dogs are trained to stay on their human’s 
left side, but for most dogs, it doesn’t matter. 
Experts, however, suggest you pick a side — left 
or right — and keep to it so that the dog doesn’t 
accidentally trip you going back and forth.

When encountering another dog, espe-
cially one you and your dog don’t know, it 
is wiser to put yourself between your dog 

and the passing one. Whether you do that 
or not, it’s important to pull your dog into 
your side and keep it on a short leash.

There are five basic rules of etiquette when 
it comes to walking your dog. Don’t go onto a 
neighbor’s yard, lawn, garden or property un-
less invited; scoop the poop and take it with 
you; don’t assume everyone likes your dog as 
much as you do — some people don’t like dogs 
and some are terrified of them; don’t assume 
the dog or person you are passing is interested 
in being friends; and keep your dog on a leash.

RIGHT
continued from page 2
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Domestic mice are fun and interesting 
pets. Some can even be taught to do 
tricks. However, here are some things to 
consider before bringing one of 
these adorable rodents into your home.

1. They have short lifespans. Mice live for one 
to three years. To enjoy your pet as long as 
possible, adopt a pup — a baby mouse. 

2. They’re social animals. Companion-
ship is essential for mice to thrive. Fe-
males live well with other females, and 
males will get along with other males if 
they’ve been castrated. Unless you want 
to breed mice, get males neutered be-
fore placing them with females. 

3. They mark their territory. Male mice 
mark their territory with their urine, 
which has a strong smell. Neutering will 
diminish this instinct. It’s important to 
regularly clean their cage and replace 
their bedding.

4. They have speci�c habitat needs. Make 
sure their enclosure is secure, as mice 
can squeeze themselves through very 
small openings. Glass tanks and wire 
cages are good options, but make sure 
the wires are spaced closely together. 

5. They love to play. Give your mice a cage 
full of places to hide and play, including 
a hamster wheel to burn o� some ener-
gy. They also need to chew a lot, a requi-
rement that can be fulfilled by provi-
ding cardboard and wooden toys.

If you decide to adopt a mouse or two, 
make sure to choose the healthiest ani-
mals available. Their eyes should be bright 
and their fur shiny and smooth.

Selecting plants for your aquarium may 
seem simple, but if you want your �sh and 
plants to thrive, you should put some 
thought into your choice. 

For starters, choose plants that are well 
suited to your aquarium’s environment. 
The type of substrate that covers the bot-
tom of the tank, the temperature of the 
water and the lighting will all inform what 
types of plants will do well.  

Also, consider what types of �sh you keep. 
Some species will eat the vegetation in 
their environment. If you keep rainbow �sh, 

tetras or others that are known to nibble on 
plants, pick vegetation that’s resilient and 
has sturdy leaves. 

Finally, it’s important to consider the size 
of your aquatic plants when arranging 
them in your tank. Short, slow-growing 
plants need to be placed in the front and 
along the bottom of your tank so as not to 
obstruct the view. Mid-sized plants should 
be planted along the sides and in the 
middle of the aquarium. The tallest plants 
should go in the back of the tank where it 
can hide the tank equipment and provide 
your �sh space to play and hide.

Did you know that dogs and cats can get 
diabetes too? Here’s what pet owners 
should know about this disease. 

TYPES
Just like people, dogs and cats can be af-
fected by two di�erent types of diabetes. 
Dogs are more likely to have type 1, which 
occurs when the pancreas is unable to 
produce the hormone insulin. Cats usually 
su�er from type 2, which is characterized 
by the body’s inability to properly metabo-
lize insulin. 

SYMPTOMS
Diabetes generally a�ects middle aged or 
older pets but can occur in young animals 

as well. Dogs and cats that are overweight, 
inactive or have in�ammation of the panc-
reas may be predisposed to the disease. 
Here are some signs to look out for:  

• Increased water consumption and 
urination

• Weight loss combined with an increase  
in appetite

• Decreased appetite
• Cloudy eyes (more common in dogs)
• Chronic or recurring infections
• Decrease in energy
• Dull or dry coat

TREATMENT
Type 1 diabetes is incurable, but it can be 

treated with regular insulin 
injections and a high-�bre 
diet. 

Type 2 diabetes can be trea-
ted with insulin treatments, 
daily exercise and a diet 
that’s high in protein and 
low in carbohydrates.

In all cases of diabetes, ear-
ly detection is paramount. 
If you notice the signs of 
diabe tes in your pets, 
bring them to their veteri-
narian as soon as possible. 

5 things you should 
know before  
adopting a mouse

How to choose plants  
for your aquarium

Is your pet at risk for diabetes?

Did you know that 
cat and dog noses are 
as unique as human 
�ngerprints? Here are 
seven more interes-
ting facts about pets.

1. Dog remains were found alongside 
human ones in a 14,000-year-old Ger-
man burial site. Dogs are thus believed 
to be the �rst type of animal that hu-
mans domesticated.

2. Despite how often cats are represented 
as happily sipping milk from a saucer, most 
are lactose intolerant and can’t digest 
dairy products of any kind. 

3. Cats only meow to communicate with 
humans. In fact, past infancy, felines ra-
rely meow at each other.  

4. Dogs’ noses are wet because they’re co-
vered with mucus that helps them to 
absorb scents from the air. They also 
use their tongues to sample smells with 
their mouths. 

5. Despite having a reputation for being a 
short-lived pet, the oldest gold�sh on 
record died 43 years after his owner won 
him at a fair. 

6. Just like humans, pet rats can be ticklish. 
Studies have found that when tickled, 
rats giggle and laugh, albeit at a frequen-
cy inaudible to human ears. 

7. Cats spend 70 per cent of their life slee-
ping, and 30 per cent of their waking 
hours grooming themselves. 

Not only do pets provide unconditional love 
and endless entertainment, they’re also 
good for your health. Studies have shown 
that a few minutes of playing with an ani-
mal can lower your heart rate and dec-
rease your level of stress. 

7 fun facts  
about pets
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Adopting a dog is a life changing event. 
Here are some steps to take when you 
bring your new canine companion home.

• Take them to the vet. Your dog should  
be examined to ensure that they 
don’t have a disease or other issue 
that requires attention. In most ca-
ses, they’ll also make a recommen-
dation for when the dog should 
be spayed or neutered.

• Schedule their vaccinations. Many 
animal shelters vaccinate dogs 
be fore they’re adopted. 
Neverthe less, you’ll need to 
make sure your pup’s up to date 
with their shots. Vaccines should 
be administered annually for the 
rest of their life.

• Get identi�cation. If your munici-
pality requires it, get your dog li-
censed right away. Also, make sure 
they can be identi�ed, either with a 
tag on their collar or a microchip 
embedded under their skin.

• Start training. It’s a good idea to 
train your dog to come when you 
call and follow basic commands 
like sit, stay and down. Not only 
are these commands useful, but 
training sessions serve as a great 
way for you and your pet to bond. 

If your new pet seems shy or nervous around 
you at �rst, don’t get frustrated. A period of 
adjustment is to be expected. With con-
sistent love and attention, they’ll quickly 
become more comfortable around you.

Are you heading out of town for a few days 
and wondering how to keep your �sh 
healthy and your aquarium clean while 
you’re gone? If so, here’s how.

BEFORE YOU LEAVE
Examine your �sh to make sure they ap-
pear healthy and alert before you leave. If 
they don’t, contact your local �sh store or 
aquatic veterinarian for advice. 

If your �sh require special lighting, get a 
timer to make sure the lights turn on and 
o� at the right times.

The day before you leave, change the water 
in the tank, check all your equipment and 
feed the �sh. 

WHILE YOU’RE GONE
If you have friends or family members who 
live nearby, ask them to pop in every few 
days to check on the �sh and feed them. 
Be sure to portion out the food, though, 
because people tend to overfeed �sh when 
they don’t know what they’re doing. 

Some adult �sh can survive for up to two 
weeks without eating. So, depending on 
how long you’ll be gone, you may not need 
to worry about feeding them at all. 

WHEN YOU GET HOME
Be sure to check that the tank and all its 
parts are working well, change the water as 
soon as possible and of course, feed the �sh.

I just adopted a dog, now what?

How to care for your aquarium  
while you’re on vacation

Did you know that 
dogs can get the �u, 
too? In fact, the symp-
toms of dog flu and 
human �u are nearly 
identical, with coughing, sneezing, a runny 
nose, fever and lethargy common to both. 
How ever, the strain of influenza that af-
fects dogs is different than the one that 
affects humans.

Canine flu is highly contagious between 
dogs and can live on surfaces for up to 48 
hours. Dogs that are in close contact with 
other dogs are more likely to contract it 
than others. And while it can’t a�ect you, if 
you pet a dog that has the �u, you can 
transmit it to your dog.

Because it’s a virus, there isn’t a cure for 
canine �u. Nevertheless, you can help your 
dog feel better by making sure he or she is 
comfortable and has plenty of fresh water 
to drink. 

Your veterinarian may prescribe cough 
medicine or something to reduce the fe-
ver. Furthermore, the vet may recommend 
that your dog be quarantined for up to 21 
days to avoid further spread of the virus. 

Never give your dog human medication, 
as the recommended doses are different 
for dogs and consuming too much could 
harm them. 

To prevent dog �u, keep your pooch away 
from other canines and make sure to wash 
your hands after touching another animal. 
If your pup is regularly in contact with 
other dogs, talk to your veterinarian about 
the dog �u vaccine, which can help boost 
his or her immunity.

Are you hosting one or more 
holiday parties this year? 
If so, you may be worried 
about how your pet will 
cope. Here are some stra-
tegies for keeping your 
dogs and cats safe while 
you entertain your guests.

• Train them well. Basic dog 
commands like sit, stay, 
down and leave will serve you well during holiday gatherings. And training your cats to 
come when you call can keep them safe if they bolt out the door. 

• Supervise children. If your dog or cat isn’t used to kids, there are some precautions to 
take. Teach children how to approach and gently pet your animals and monitor their 
interactions. Watch for signs that your pets are uncomfortable. If you sense that they’re 
tense, remove them from the room. 

• Make sure they exercise. An animal that hasn’t had its regular dose of exercise is more li-
kely to be excited or stressed when guests visit. About half an hour before your company 
is due to arrive, take the dog for a walk or play with the cat to burn o� any extra energy.

Most importantly, make sure your pets have a safe haven to go to if the party starts to 
overwhelm them. Many pets love to retreat to their crates, but you can also put them in 
a quiet, comfortable room where you know they’ll be content and safe. 

Strategies for  
keeping pets safe  
during the holidays
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OFF
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CUSTOMIZED PROGRAMS
BUILT FOR YOUR DOG
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TRAINING AT YOUR HOME
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Domestic mice are fun and interesting 
pets. Some can even be taught to do 
tricks. However, here are some things to 
consider before bringing one of 
these adorable rodents into your home.

1. They have short lifespans. Mice live for one 
to three years. To enjoy your pet as long as 
possible, adopt a pup — a baby mouse. 

2. They’re social animals. Companion-
ship is essential for mice to thrive. Fe-
males live well with other females, and 
males will get along with other males if 
they’ve been castrated. Unless you want 
to breed mice, get males neutered be-
fore placing them with females. 

3. They mark their territory. Male mice 
mark their territory with their urine, 
which has a strong smell. Neutering will 
diminish this instinct. It’s important to 
regularly clean their cage and replace 
their bedding.

4. They have speci�c habitat needs. Make 
sure their enclosure is secure, as mice 
can squeeze themselves through very 
small openings. Glass tanks and wire 
cages are good options, but make sure 
the wires are spaced closely together. 

5. They love to play. Give your mice a cage 
full of places to hide and play, including 
a hamster wheel to burn o� some ener-
gy. They also need to chew a lot, a requi-
rement that can be fulfilled by provi-
ding cardboard and wooden toys.

If you decide to adopt a mouse or two, 
make sure to choose the healthiest ani-
mals available. Their eyes should be bright 
and their fur shiny and smooth.

Selecting plants for your aquarium may 
seem simple, but if you want your �sh and 
plants to thrive, you should put some 
thought into your choice. 

For starters, choose plants that are well 
suited to your aquarium’s environment. 
The type of substrate that covers the bot-
tom of the tank, the temperature of the 
water and the lighting will all inform what 
types of plants will do well.  

Also, consider what types of �sh you keep. 
Some species will eat the vegetation in 
their environment. If you keep rainbow �sh, 

tetras or others that are known to nibble on 
plants, pick vegetation that’s resilient and 
has sturdy leaves. 

Finally, it’s important to consider the size 
of your aquatic plants when arranging 
them in your tank. Short, slow-growing 
plants need to be placed in the front and 
along the bottom of your tank so as not to 
obstruct the view. Mid-sized plants should 
be planted along the sides and in the 
middle of the aquarium. The tallest plants 
should go in the back of the tank where it 
can hide the tank equipment and provide 
your �sh space to play and hide.

Did you know that dogs and cats can get 
diabetes too? Here’s what pet owners 
should know about this disease. 

TYPES
Just like people, dogs and cats can be af-
fected by two di�erent types of diabetes. 
Dogs are more likely to have type 1, which 
occurs when the pancreas is unable to 
produce the hormone insulin. Cats usually 
su�er from type 2, which is characterized 
by the body’s inability to properly metabo-
lize insulin. 

SYMPTOMS
Diabetes generally a�ects middle aged or 
older pets but can occur in young animals 

as well. Dogs and cats that are overweight, 
inactive or have in�ammation of the panc-
reas may be predisposed to the disease. 
Here are some signs to look out for:  

• Increased water consumption and 
urination

• Weight loss combined with an increase  
in appetite

• Decreased appetite
• Cloudy eyes (more common in dogs)
• Chronic or recurring infections
• Decrease in energy
• Dull or dry coat

TREATMENT
Type 1 diabetes is incurable, but it can be 

treated with regular insulin 
injections and a high-�bre 
diet. 

Type 2 diabetes can be trea-
ted with insulin treatments, 
daily exercise and a diet 
that’s high in protein and 
low in carbohydrates.

In all cases of diabetes, ear-
ly detection is paramount. 
If you notice the signs of 
diabe tes in your pets, 
bring them to their veteri-
narian as soon as possible. 

5 things you should 
know before  
adopting a mouse

How to choose plants  
for your aquarium

Is your pet at risk for diabetes?

Did you know that 
cat and dog noses are 
as unique as human 
�ngerprints? Here are 
seven more interes-
ting facts about pets.

1. Dog remains were found alongside 
human ones in a 14,000-year-old Ger-
man burial site. Dogs are thus believed 
to be the �rst type of animal that hu-
mans domesticated.

2. Despite how often cats are represented 
as happily sipping milk from a saucer, most 
are lactose intolerant and can’t digest 
dairy products of any kind. 

3. Cats only meow to communicate with 
humans. In fact, past infancy, felines ra-
rely meow at each other.  

4. Dogs’ noses are wet because they’re co-
vered with mucus that helps them to 
absorb scents from the air. They also 
use their tongues to sample smells with 
their mouths. 

5. Despite having a reputation for being a 
short-lived pet, the oldest gold�sh on 
record died 43 years after his owner won 
him at a fair. 

6. Just like humans, pet rats can be ticklish. 
Studies have found that when tickled, 
rats giggle and laugh, albeit at a frequen-
cy inaudible to human ears. 

7. Cats spend 70 per cent of their life slee-
ping, and 30 per cent of their waking 
hours grooming themselves. 

Not only do pets provide unconditional love 
and endless entertainment, they’re also 
good for your health. Studies have shown 
that a few minutes of playing with an ani-
mal can lower your heart rate and dec-
rease your level of stress. 

7 fun facts  
about pets
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Adopting a dog is a life changing event. 
Here are some steps to take when you 
bring your new canine companion home.

• Take them to the vet. Your dog should  
be examined to ensure that they 
don’t have a disease or other issue 
that requires attention. In most ca-
ses, they’ll also make a recommen-
dation for when the dog should 
be spayed or neutered.

• Schedule their vaccinations. Many 
animal shelters vaccinate dogs 
be fore they’re adopted. 
Neverthe less, you’ll need to 
make sure your pup’s up to date 
with their shots. Vaccines should 
be administered annually for the 
rest of their life.

• Get identi�cation. If your munici-
pality requires it, get your dog li-
censed right away. Also, make sure 
they can be identi�ed, either with a 
tag on their collar or a microchip 
embedded under their skin.

• Start training. It’s a good idea to 
train your dog to come when you 
call and follow basic commands 
like sit, stay and down. Not only 
are these commands useful, but 
training sessions serve as a great 
way for you and your pet to bond. 

If your new pet seems shy or nervous around 
you at �rst, don’t get frustrated. A period of 
adjustment is to be expected. With con-
sistent love and attention, they’ll quickly 
become more comfortable around you.

Are you heading out of town for a few days 
and wondering how to keep your �sh 
healthy and your aquarium clean while 
you’re gone? If so, here’s how.

BEFORE YOU LEAVE
Examine your �sh to make sure they ap-
pear healthy and alert before you leave. If 
they don’t, contact your local �sh store or 
aquatic veterinarian for advice. 

If your �sh require special lighting, get a 
timer to make sure the lights turn on and 
o� at the right times.

The day before you leave, change the water 
in the tank, check all your equipment and 
feed the �sh. 

WHILE YOU’RE GONE
If you have friends or family members who 
live nearby, ask them to pop in every few 
days to check on the �sh and feed them. 
Be sure to portion out the food, though, 
because people tend to overfeed �sh when 
they don’t know what they’re doing. 

Some adult �sh can survive for up to two 
weeks without eating. So, depending on 
how long you’ll be gone, you may not need 
to worry about feeding them at all. 

WHEN YOU GET HOME
Be sure to check that the tank and all its 
parts are working well, change the water as 
soon as possible and of course, feed the �sh.

I just adopted a dog, now what?

How to care for your aquarium  
while you’re on vacation

Did you know that 
dogs can get the �u, 
too? In fact, the symp-
toms of dog flu and 
human �u are nearly 
identical, with coughing, sneezing, a runny 
nose, fever and lethargy common to both. 
How ever, the strain of influenza that af-
fects dogs is different than the one that 
affects humans.

Canine flu is highly contagious between 
dogs and can live on surfaces for up to 48 
hours. Dogs that are in close contact with 
other dogs are more likely to contract it 
than others. And while it can’t a�ect you, if 
you pet a dog that has the �u, you can 
transmit it to your dog.

Because it’s a virus, there isn’t a cure for 
canine �u. Nevertheless, you can help your 
dog feel better by making sure he or she is 
comfortable and has plenty of fresh water 
to drink. 

Your veterinarian may prescribe cough 
medicine or something to reduce the fe-
ver. Furthermore, the vet may recommend 
that your dog be quarantined for up to 21 
days to avoid further spread of the virus. 

Never give your dog human medication, 
as the recommended doses are different 
for dogs and consuming too much could 
harm them. 

To prevent dog �u, keep your pooch away 
from other canines and make sure to wash 
your hands after touching another animal. 
If your pup is regularly in contact with 
other dogs, talk to your veterinarian about 
the dog �u vaccine, which can help boost 
his or her immunity.

Are you hosting one or more 
holiday parties this year? 
If so, you may be worried 
about how your pet will 
cope. Here are some stra-
tegies for keeping your 
dogs and cats safe while 
you entertain your guests.

• Train them well. Basic dog 
commands like sit, stay, 
down and leave will serve you well during holiday gatherings. And training your cats to 
come when you call can keep them safe if they bolt out the door. 

• Supervise children. If your dog or cat isn’t used to kids, there are some precautions to 
take. Teach children how to approach and gently pet your animals and monitor their 
interactions. Watch for signs that your pets are uncomfortable. If you sense that they’re 
tense, remove them from the room. 

• Make sure they exercise. An animal that hasn’t had its regular dose of exercise is more li-
kely to be excited or stressed when guests visit. About half an hour before your company 
is due to arrive, take the dog for a walk or play with the cat to burn o� any extra energy.

Most importantly, make sure your pets have a safe haven to go to if the party starts to 
overwhelm them. Many pets love to retreat to their crates, but you can also put them in 
a quiet, comfortable room where you know they’ll be content and safe. 

Strategies for  
keeping pets safe  
during the holidays
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607-218-4052
3802 Clinton Street Ext., McGraw, NY 13101

wwwwwwwwww.TDKkennels.com

Your pet’s BRAND NEW
Home Away from Home!

in McGraw and serving all
of Cortland Countyyty and the
surrounding areas with....
• A BRAARAND NEW FACILITYYTY with everything

needed to provide your pet with a healthy
& happy stay!

• PERSONALIZED CARE FOR YOUR PETS -
the owners, Laura & Craig Turner,
will be the only ones caring for your pets.
They’ve got plentyyty of experience and
plentyyty of love and affection to share!

• EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE for the pet owner....
Everything at TOP DOG KENNELS is done
at the pet owners’ convenience and by
appointment. No rigid drop-off or pick-up
schedules! When we are taking care of you,
you are our only customer!

CUSTOM,,, LUXURY
DDDDOOOOGGGG SSSSUUUUIIIITTTTEEEESSSS

OVER 8,,,000 SQ. FEET
IIIINNNNSSSSIIIIDDDDEEEE &&&& OOOOUUUUTTTT

BBBRRRIIIGGGHHHTTT,,, AAAIIIRRRYYY “CAT HOUSE”
WWWIIITTTHHH CCCAAATTT CCCOOONNNDDDOOOSSS

RAARADIANT HEAT =

HEATED FLOORS

INDOOR /

OUTDOOR KENNELS

KENNELS STARTING AT

JUST $30/NIGHT!

CONVENIENT! JUST 5 MINUTES

FROM ROUTE 81 AT EXIT 10

BO GATORBRUCE LILY MAX

HAPPY DOGS

Mention this ad and

GET 10% OFF
YOUR PET’S FIRST STAY!

May not be combined

with other offers.

CALL, SCHEDULE A VISIT AND SEE IF WE AREN’T JUST THE PERFECT PLAALACE FOR
YOUR PET THE NEXT TIME YOU’RE AWAY FROM HOME!

NOW
OPEN

OSHIE
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